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The midwife determines on what day the child is
apt to arrive and on what day the binding of the
obi is to take place. This obi, called iwataobi, is
worn under the regular obi from the fifth month
and for three weeks after the birth of the child.
The i&ataobi is customarily the gift of the wife
of the go-between who assisted at the marriage of
the expectant mother and her husband, and is
usually of red and white material and eight feet
long. The binding frequently takes place on the
day of the dog. After the binding, the expectant
mother often goes to some shrine to pray for easy
delivery. In Tokyo, the Suiten-gu- Shrine in
Kyobashi is famous as a place of resort for this
purpose. Special charms are given out to the sup-
plicants by the priests to assist in delivery.
Modern midwives are strictly trained and
supervised by the authorities, according to Mrs.
Kazami. They must be meticulous in matters of
sanitation and must call a doctor if there is the least
indication of complication at a birth. They are
not allowed to perform any sort of a delivery where
an operation is required. "When I go on a case
I take with me a clean sheet, bandages, gauze,
sterile cotton, medicine and other necessities. The
first thing I do upon arrival is to boil my instru-
ments," said Mrs. Kazami who stated that it is